
Sat., Sept. 12 , 10:00-1:00pm, Acton Memorial Library  - Fix It Clinic. Sponsored Green Acton. No
registration required, just bring your object to the clinic.

th

Tues., Sept. 15th, 4:00-6:00pm, NARA Park Upper Parking Lot  – Clean Energy Mini-Fair with EVs.
Sponsored by the Acton Sustainability Office and EnergizeActon.org. Through the Eversource Energy
Efficiency Experience, learn about smart thermostats, insulation, air source heat pumps, and super
efficient appliances. See EVs and speak with their drivers. Free snacks and beverages. Info HERE.

Sun., Sept. 20th, Noon–4:00pm, Morrison Farm, 120 Concord Rd, Acton – Acton Harvest Fest.
Sponsored by the Acton Agricultural Commission. Celebrate local farms with music, games, food and
flower/veggie competitions. Info HERE.

Tues., Sept. 22nd, 6:00–8:00pm, Zoom – Solar for Houses of Worship. Sponsored by Massachusetts
Interfaith Power and Light. Non-profits are still eligible for the federal 30% discount on solar power if
installed by December 2027. Find out more at this talk. Registration HERE.

Thurs., Sept. 24th, noon-1pm, zoom – How to Save on an Electric Vehicle in Massachusetts.
Sponsored by the Green Energy Consumers Alliance. Looks at rebates but also savings on
maintenance, charging, and more. Info/registration HERE.

Sat., Sept. 26 , 10am-3pm, Gardner Field– Mother Nature Fortunes! Energize’s Table at Oktoberfest! th

Wed., Sept. 30th, 6-8pm, Acton Home – Biosphere Book Club: Wild Dark Shore, by Charlotte
McConaghy. Sponsored by EnergizeActon.org. Seed bank caretakers, rising seas, loss, and resilience.
The acclaimed novel is called “evocative nature writing” & “exceptionally humane.”  Info HERE. 
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https://energizeacton.org/event/clean-energy-mini-fair/
https://www.acton-ma.gov/899/Acton-Harvest-Festival
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/MBQeHsz2T36dvFSnxrqwcg#/registration
https://www.greenenergyconsumers.org/event/howsaveelectricvehiclemassachusetts
https://energizeacton.org/event/biosphere-book-club-sept-26-wild-dark-shore/




A Climate Thought: Summertime and the Living Is . . .

          Did you have a good summer? We hope so! Like many Americans, our family summer included
some travel, some quiet beauty, and some mixed results in the effort to keep up with the yard. Summer
seems a time to reminisce and to hope. Perhaps this comes from spending more time with family and
friends, calling up shared memories, thinking of those who have gone before us, and sharing in the
excitement of the younger generations as they look to the future. Also, summer means that many of us
spend more time connected to the natural world, connected to amazement! 

          When those of us who are retirees remember childhood summers, we may think of differences.
The other day someone asked what happened to all the bugs we used to get on the windshield? Did any
of you grow up in western Massachusetts and did you ever curl up in blankets to watch the 4  of July
fireworks? Well, this July, very few of us needed blankets! Obviously, summers are getting warmer. This
does not mean that the beauty has stopped. There were many moments of wonder and delight this
summer. Watching the insects on blossoms is enough to fill this author with contentment! For my
husband, who faithfully emptied the rain barrels for a certain tree, the peaches were heaven! Yet, dear
friends, there were also warning signs. The worry as the bee balm started blooming and there was not a
bumble bee in sight. The low rainfall for a third year in a row. The significant number of days when
everyone who could, retreated to air conditioning. And, here in New England, we had a mild summer
compared to other parts of the U.S. and of the world! Will our grandchildren and their children
remember summertime for “shaving the peak,” “go bags,” and indoor games by the AC?

th

          Speaking of heat waves and peak energy use, the Green Energy Consumers Alliance published a
great blog last month, “Mid-Summer Observations about Shaving the Peak,” with data from this
summer. They compared energy use, energy costs, and greenhouse gas emissions on an 80°F day (June
25 ) and an extreme heat day (100°F, July 2 ). The stats are eye-popping! On July 2nd, our fossil fuel use
jumped dramatically (using oil as a stopgap) as did emissions. You know what rose even more? Costs!
But the article also gives us concrete suggestions for making a difference. Some are big ticket items. For
example, the Acadia Center estimates that households with solar panels saved the grid between $39–54
million, just on July 2 ! Imagine if we were able to make solar more affordable?! Battery storage can also
make a HUGE difference, distributing saved solar power after the sun goes down. But even everyday
household decisions are critical, such as using household appliances early in the day during heat waves
and setting air conditioning 1-2° warmer.

th nd

nd

          Summer is changing. Please do not forget the beauty and the fellowship, but let’s honor summer
living by changing energy habits and reducing fossil fuel use.

Do you have an air source heat pump (e.g. a mini-split)? Make sure 
to be on the Eversource Winter Heat Pump Electric Rate Discount!

Quick Action
of the Month

Follow us on Facebook                  and on Instagram.
With the help of MassEnergize.org, we add twice-weekly
climate actions and information. Thanks for your support! 

https://blog.greenenergyconsumers.org/blog/mid-summer-observations-about-shaving-the-peak
https://www.eversource.com/residential/account-billing/manage-bill/about-your-bill/rates-tariffs/heat-pump-rate
https://www.eversource.com/residential/account-billing/manage-bill/about-your-bill/rates-tariffs/heat-pump-rate
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61584779571281
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61584779571281
https://www.instagram.com/energizeactonma/


Book of the Month: 
The Earth Said Remember Me

Website of the Month:
The Boston Globe

The Good News
Some states & countries are doing portions of daily energy generation
completely from renewable energy. This spring, New Mexico met 80%
of its energy demand with solar, wind, and battery storage. In 2025,
California met 67% of its daily energy demand with renewables, thanks
to the build out of battery storage. In sunny Australia, ratepayers get
three free hours of electricity each day because the renewable energy
generation is so high! The countries with the highest renewable output
are 1) Denmark; 2) Djibouti; 3) Lithuania; 4) Luxembourg; & 5) Portugal.

The Bad News
We knew it was coming. Development on Public Lands, including
wilderness areas, has been announced by the U.S. Dept.of Agriculture.
It was in the Heritage Foundation’s Project 2025 game plan and the
administration announced last year its intent to do away with the
Clinton-era “Roadless Rule,” which safeguarded 45 million acres of
national forests. In late August, Washington announced it was
rescinding the law and proceeding with an emphasis on mining and
logging.

The In-Between News
The Markley Group Data Center, located in a residential area of Lowell,
wants to expand to narrow the gap in its original contract, which
allowed for 31 industrial generators (currently there are 23 generators)
and storage tanks for 250,000 gallons of diesel fuel. Local residents
filed a law suit claiming the Massachusetts Dept of Environmental
Protection agreed to the expansion without proper public outreach
and input. Another lawsuit cites noise pollution from cooling towers
and diesel tests. A judge has put a pause on expansion until a ruling.

 Yale Climate Connections calls
this book an antidote for “shift-
ing baseline syndrome,” where
we accept each new normal and
“sleepwalk toward disaster.”  It
offers suggestions “everyone
can use to resist ecological
amnesia and make lasting
progress to repair a ... planet.”

The Globe has made a genuine commitment to
cover climate at the local, state, and national
level. A subscription to the Globe is worth it
for the climate updates. Of course, if you are
looking for in-depth analysis, check out these
sources mentioned before in this newsletter –
Inside Climate News, Grist, and Yale Climate
Connections.

https://www.silverunicornbooks.com/item/GFQL6zLHMTNY_LpyDXj-yg
https://www.bostonglobe.com/science/environment/climate/?p1=BGMenu_Sections
https://yaleclimateconnections.org/2026/07/new-mexicos-clean-energy-success-story/
https://yaleclimateconnections.org/2026/07/new-mexicos-clean-energy-success-story/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/dec/20/california-renewable-energy
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/15122025/bill-mckibben-here-comes-the-sun-climate-hope/
https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/11-countries-leading-the-charge-on-renewable-energy/
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2025/10/04/opinion/roadless-rule-trump-administration/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2026/aug/28/endangered-species-extinction-trump-forest-protections
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2026/aug/28/endangered-species-extinction-trump-forest-protections
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2026/05/18/business/data-centers-lowell-massachusetts-towns/?p1=BGHeader_EEMessage
https://www.wbur.org/news/2026/07/29/lowell-data-center-massachusetts-markley-group-environmental-justice
https://www.wcvb.com/article/markley-group-lowell-generator-plan-lawsuit/73298452
https://insideclimatenews.org/
https://grist.org/
https://yaleclimateconnections.org/
https://yaleclimateconnections.org/


The Plant-Forward
Recipe of the Month:

Beet & Walnut Hummus

This is a yummy appetizer from the cook-
book VEG, by English chef Hugh Fearnley-
Whittingstall. Check out his other mezze
selections if you do not care for beets.

½ cup walnuts
1 Tbsp cumin seeds
½ oz  stale bread, crusts removed
7 oz cooked beets, cubed
1 Tbsp tahini (or smooth peanut butter)
1 large clove garlic, crushed
juice of 1 lemon
a little canola or olive oil
salt & pepper to taste

Preheat oven to 350° then toast walnuts
on a baking sheet for 5-7 minutes, until
fragrant. Leave to cool.

In a warm frying pan over medium heat,
toast the cumin seeds for about 1
minutes, shaking the pan. When fragrant
(taking care not to burn!), pour into a
mortar and pestle and crush.

Tear the bread into chunks and place into
a food processor or blender with the nuts
and blitz to fine crumbs. Add ½ of the
lemon juice and the rest of the ingredients
plus 1 ½ teaspoons of oil and blend to a
thick paste. Add more lemon juice, salt
and pepper to taste. Loosen with a dash
more oil if needed. Serve at room
temperature with a flatbread or crackers.

Store in the fridge for up to three days.

In the KNOW . . .
Commercial & non-profit entities are still eligible for some 30% federal clean energy
rebates if projects meet requirements and are completed by December 31, 2027.
The Acton Clean Energy Coach Program is FREE!
Acton has its own independent online newspaper called The Acton Exchange. 

https://powerlutions.com/blog/federal-incentives-changing-in-2026-and-their-impact-on-solar-projects/
https://powerlutions.com/blog/federal-incentives-changing-in-2026-and-their-impact-on-solar-projects/
https://www.acton-ma.gov/873/Clean-Energy-Coaching-Program
https://www.actonexchange.org/category/news/
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