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What is in this issue?
Upcoming Events 
Climate News - The Good, the Bad, and the In-Between
A Climate Thought - Giving Thanks for Community
Quick Action of the Month:
Book/Website/Recipe of the Month: 

Wed., Aug. 12 , 2:00-3:00pm, zoom  – Equitable Energy: Engaging Communities in Grid
Investment Projects. Sponsored by ClimateXChange. Looks at the need for grid investment
and how communities can ensure upgrades that benefit the grid and the locality. Info HERE.

th

Tues., Aug. 18th, 4:00-5:00pm, Red House, 468 Main St  – The Red House Bioblitz. Sponsored
by the Acton Sustainability Office. Learn about the iNaturalist app and explore all the flora
and fauna at the Town’s “Greening of the Red House” landscape. Also, check out
Sustainability’s Community Painting Workshop at the library from 1:30-3:00pm that day.

Wed., Aug. 19 , 7:00–8:00pm, Zoom – Energy Bill Check-Up Webinar. Sponsored by
MassEnergize and EnergizeActon.org. Sierra Moll, Energy Consumer Liaison for the MA
Attorney General’s Office, will explain the elements of our energy bills and share state
programs to help residents save money on energy costs. Registration and Info HERE.

th

Tues., Sept. 15  or Wed., Sept. 16th, 4-6pm, NARA Park UPPER Parking Lot – It’s Electric: EVs,
Energy Efficiency, and Clean Energy Fair. COMING SOON! We are working on the  postponed
event from July. More info soon from the Sustainability Office & Energize. 

th

Fri., Sept. 18 , 9:30am-5:30pm, Saco, Maine– Sacred Soil. Yearly convocation hosted by the
BTS Center of Maine, with the mission of ““spiritual leadership for a climate-changed world.”
The keynote speaker is Leah Penniman of Soul Fire Farm. Info/registration HERE.

th

https://click.everyaction.com/k/136614349/638018935/343118839?utm_source=event-blast&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=8-26-tx-engage-one-week&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAxNi8xLzEwMDM2NyIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICIyZjE4MGYwNS0yMTkwLWYxMTEtYjMzNy0wMDBkM2ExNTU4Y2UiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogImsucm9vdC53YXRraW5zQGdtYWlsLmNvbSINCn0%3D&hmac=phh-nnkeJdmQuLvObT7UGcsSs_5DCv3CTGW7j1ZR2IE=&emci=9577ac02-1990-f111-b337-000d3a1558ce&emdi=2f180f05-2190-f111-b337-000d3a1558ce&ceid=8722373
https://click.everyaction.com/k/136614349/638018935/343118839?utm_source=event-blast&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=8-26-tx-engage-one-week&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAxNi8xLzEwMDM2NyIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICIyZjE4MGYwNS0yMTkwLWYxMTEtYjMzNy0wMDBkM2ExNTU4Y2UiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogImsucm9vdC53YXRraW5zQGdtYWlsLmNvbSINCn0%3D&hmac=phh-nnkeJdmQuLvObT7UGcsSs_5DCv3CTGW7j1ZR2IE=&emci=9577ac02-1990-f111-b337-000d3a1558ce&emdi=2f180f05-2190-f111-b337-000d3a1558ce&ceid=8722373
https://climate-xchange.org/event/equitable-energy-engaging-communities-in-grid-investment-projects/?utm_source=event-blast&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=8-26-tx-engage-one-week&emci=9577ac02-1990-f111-b337-000d3a1558ce&emdi=2f180f05-2190-f111-b337-000d3a1558ce&ceid=8722373
https://energizeacton.org/event/energy-bill-check-up-webinar/
https://thebtscenter.org/convocation-2026/


If language
influences how we
see the world,
then this stunning
dictionary of land
and landscape,
representing over
80 different
languages around
the world, will
open our eyes and
hearts to new
understandings of
our relationship to
our earth. 

Book of the Month: 
Words to Love a Planet

Website of the Month: 
Carbon Brief’s Project Cosmos

Carbon Brief is a UK organization with the
goal of creating an impartial database of
climate science. Each “sun” in this image
represents one of 1.8 million studies in the
database. Though the material is technical,
the graphic is a beautiful reminder of the
value of these studies. 

Coming
Soon

Acton
Clean Energy
Mini-Fair
Mid-september
nara park upper lot
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https://www.silverunicornbooks.com/item/KmfazGDRPd7VLQEFz3WHwA
https://www.silverunicornbooks.com/item/KmfazGDRPd7VLQEFz3WHwA
https://www.silverunicornbooks.com/item/KmfazGDRPd7VLQEFz3WHwA
https://interactive.carbonbrief.org/cosmos/index.html?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email


Please follow us on Facebook            and Instagram             .

The Tough News
This photo is from Bill McKibben’s substack blog called The
Crucial Years. It shows members of a Canadian First Nations
community, the Namaygoosisagagun of northern Ontario, fleeing
in boats as a massive wildfire engulfs their village. We could sub-
stitute photos from Minnesota or the American west. What does
this mean? Yes, poor air quality at times. But Julee Boan of the
National Resources Defense Council and resident of Hudson Bay,
Canada, makes 3 observations in a recent Guardian article. First,
“We are living in a new era of fire . . .” He writes that answers and
solutions can only come after acknowledging the realities “we
keep refusing to face.”  His goals? “Prepare our communities, cut
the emissions, fund the people who fight and study these fires.
The smoke is telling us where the real work is. It is at our
doorsteps, and in our climate policy, not deep in the woods.”

The Good News
As more and more states approve the modest balcony solar panels
that can shave a bit of money off utility bills, the question arises
about availability of the panels themselves. Luckily, the non-profit
Bright Saver, which has championed these panels from the start, is
setting up a member service (a la Costco or REI) to get the panels
out to the public at a reasonable costs. Luckily, this comes at a good
time as it seems likely that balcony solar panel approval will be
included in the next climate bill due out of the Massachusetts
Legislature around the New Year.  A panel can produce up to 1
kWh/day, enough to run an oven for 30 min. or a dishwasher for 1 hr.

The In-Between News
Extreme events are in our lives now and into the future. Drought,
heat, deluges, fire, and more. On a positive note, there are
businesses and organizations working hard to help people become
more resilient. Thanks to Debra Rienstra’s substack, Refugia
Newsletter, for highlighting emergency beehives! Not actual hives,
but mobile trucks fitted with solar panels called Beehive Micro-
grids. Trucks focus on power, water, or refrigeration, going where
communities have suffered disaster & staying up to five years.

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61584779571281
https://www.instagram.com/energizeactonma/
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2026/jul/31/i-study-the-boreal-forest-this-summer-wildfires-came-for-my-home
https://www.brightsaver.org/
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=0fcd2005f4&view=lg&permmsgid=msg-f:1871674080690624173
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=0fcd2005f4&view=lg&permmsgid=msg-f:1871674080690624173
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=0fcd2005f4&view=lg&permmsgid=msg-f:1871674080690624173
https://www.footprintproject.org/beehive-microgrid?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.footprintproject.org/beehive-microgrid?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email


A Climate Thought – Giving Thanks for Community

Despite a 4pm downpour and VERY humid weather, 40 people joined our 4  Annual
Celebration of Plant-Based Foods at NARA Park. It was an amazingly delicious table of
food, the most varied to date, and the company was even better! All of you–old friends
and new–have left the EnergizeActon.org team feeling very grateful to live in a
community so full of caring people. In these strange times, connecting with each other
means a LOT. We also had a wonderful talk by Carol Brown, a vegan lifestyle coach,
about the health and environmental benefits of plant-based meals. (See her Sept. 30
event, “Becoming Plantastic,” at Unity Farm Sanctuary.) Thank you, plants and people!!

th

th

https://www.unityfarmsanctuary.org/programs


Quick-ish Climate Action of 
the Month: Climate-Driven

Investments

We cannot tell you how to invest, but you 
might begin by asking questions. What does
your credit card fund? Do your investors
offer ESG (environmental, social,
governance) )accounts? Do they consider
climate in financial projections? One
resource is Fossil Free Funds. 

The Plant-Forward
Recipe of the Month:

Peach Pistachio Cake

This cake is great for folks who try to avoid gluten.
Vegan butter and yogurt can also be used;
however, the eggs are tough to substitute.

Put the 3 peaches in small saucepan & cover with
boiling water. Simmer for 25 minutes, then plunge
in cold water to cool. Remove pits, drain excess
water, then blitz in blender or food processor until
smooth. 

Preheat oven to 350. Grease a 9" springform cake
pan and line the base with parchment paper.

Beat eggs and sugar together. Add finely grated
zest of 2 ½ limes plus the polenta and blitzed
pistachios, then mix well. Stir in the melted butter.
Last, add the peach pureé. Pour mixture into the
springform pan and bake 45–50 minutes, until
toothpick comes out clean. Cool cake completely.

Just before serving, spread the cold yogurt over
the cake. (You can also do this slice by slice if not
eating the whole cake at once.) Arrange the sliced
peach on top and sprinkle the remaining lime zest
over the peaches. Finally, drizzle with honey and
serve immediately.

Leftover cake refrigerates well, but bring to room
temperature before serving.

CAKE 

3 peaches
3 large eggs
1 cup sugar
3 unwaxed limes
⅔ cup fine polenta
1 ½ cups pistachio nuts, finely blitzed
⅔ cup salted butter, melted & cooled slightly

TOPPING
¾ cup Greek yogurt
1 peach
¼ chopped pistachios
2 Tbsp honey

This unique way to celebrate seasonal
peaches comes from Sabrina Ghayour’s
Middle Eastern cookbook, Feasts.

https://energizeacton.org/actions/consider-climate-driven-investments/
https://energizeacton.org/actions/consider-climate-driven-investments/
https://fossilfreefunds.org/
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